
ORDINANCE NO. 1880
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE, ARTICLE XII "PROPERTY STANDARDS," CHAPTER 18 "BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS,” DIVISION 1 “STORAGE OF UNREGISTERED, INOPERABLE, DISMANTLED, PARTIALLY DISMANTLED AND WRECKED MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAILERS, SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL” AND DIVISION 2 “ACCUMULATIONS AND OBNOXIOUS CONDITIONS, ETC.”; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Sponsored by the President at the request of the Administration.


WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of Laurel adopted City Ordinance Number 1845, on April 13, 2015 approving a Buildings and Building Regulations Code including all requirements for development within the City; and 
WHEREAS, in implementing the Unified Land Development Code, City staff has noted some sections of the Code that should be amended to prohibit outdoor unenclosed storage; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to adopt the recommended amendments.

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that City Code, Chapter 18 “Buildings and Building Regulations”, Article XII “Property Standards”, Division 1 “Storage of Unregistered, Inoperable, Dismantled, partially Dismantled and Wrecked Vehicles and Trailers, Snow and Ice Removal”, is amended to read as follows:
Chapter 18

BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS

Article XII.  Property Standards

*
*
*
*
Division 1.  Storage of Unregistered, Inoperable, Dismantled, Partially Dismantled and Wrecked Motor Vehicles and Trailers, Snow and Ice Removal

*

*
*
*

Sec. 18-166.  Prohibited parking, storage and maintenance.
(a)
Except as otherwise provided herein, it shall be unlawful for any person to park, store, and leave or permit the parking, storing or leaving of any unregistered, inoperative, dismantled, partially dismantled or wrecked motor vehicle or parts of any motor vehicle, or any trailer, on any private or public property. The presence of such vehicles or parts thereof, or trailers, on private or public property is hereby declared to be a public nuisance, which may be abated in accordance with the provisions of this division. 
(b)
The provisions of this section [18-167]18-166 shall not apply to a motor vehicle or trailer kept or stored within a fully enclosed garage out of public view; the storage of a motor vehicle or trailer under a tarpaulin, tent, or similar covering, or in or under any temporary structure or any structure not authorized by the building and zoning codes of the city shall not satisfy the requirements the subsection (b). In order to determine whether a vehicle is registered and has valid tags, city code enforcement officers are authorized to enter upon private property. 
(c)  The provisions of this section [18-167] 18-166 shall not apply to vehicles or trailers parked, stored or left on any private property in the following situations: 

(1)
Vehicles or trailers being parked, stored or left on any private property on which a business is located, provided that such business is authorized by applicable building and zoning codes, and provided further that the parking, storage or maintenance of such vehicle is authorized by applicable law and regulations in connection with the operation of such business. 

(2)
Vehicles or trailers being repaired provided that such repairs be accomplished within a reasonable period of time; however, such period of time shall not exceed ten (10) days. 

(3)
Antique vehicles, as defined in subsection [18-166(a)] 18-165(a) provided that such vehicles are validly registered as "historic motor vehicles" with the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration. No more than two (2) such antique vehicles may be maintained on the property at any one (1) time. Any such antique vehicle, which is inoperable, wrecked or dismantled, may only remain on the property in such condition for such time as may be reasonable for restoration of the vehicle. 

(4)
Any situations in which the strict application of the provisions of this division would result in undue hardship because of unusual or extenuating circumstances. 

(d)
No parking space, loading space or drive aisle shall be used or permitted to be used for the sale, repair, storage, dismantling or servicing of any vehicle, equipment, materials or supplies.

(e)
Automobile off-street parking, loading areas and drive aisles cannot be reduced in area or encroached upon by buildings, vehicle storage, loading or unloading, or any other use where such reduction or encroachment will reduce the area required for such purpose under this Article.
(f)
Any off-street parking, loading facilities or drive aisles required by this Article must be established and continually maintained or such use is required to cease until such facilities are provided
*

*
*
*

Sec. 18-168.  Notice of violation.
Whenever any violation of the provisions of section 18-166 is found to exist, any police officer or code enforcement officer of the city shall be authorized to give written notice of the violation, requesting compliance, and removal of the motor vehicle or trailer within five (5) days forty-eight (48) hours of the date of such notice. The notice shall include a description of the vehicle or trailer and shall specify that failure to comply with the notice within the time specified may result in the removal of the vehicle or trailer from the property by the city at the expense of the owner of the vehicle or trailer, or the owner, lessee and/or occupant of the property. The notice shall also specify that a request for hearing may be made to the city administrator pursuant to the provisions of section 18-169 of this division. The notice shall be delivered to the owner or posted to the property, if the owner can be located, otherwise is shall be mailed to the owner of record of the property according to the Maryland State Department of Assessments. A copy of the notice shall also be delivered to the current occupant or occupants of the property is/are such person or persons can be readily located, otherwise it shall be mailed to the occupant or occupants of the property if such person or person are known. A copy of the order or notice shall be posted on the front door or address side of the structure affected by such order or notice. A copy of the notice shall also be posted on the vehicle or trailer provided that access to the vehicle or trailer is readily available. A copy of the notice shall also be delivered or mailed to the registered owner of the vehicle or trailer if the identity of the owner is readily determinable. Procedure shall constitute service on the date of such mailing and posting.

*

*
*
*
Sec. 18-172.  Penalties.
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(a)
The violation of the provisions of section 18-167 of this division shall be a municipal infraction and not a misdemeanor.  The penalty for such violation shall be a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each initial offense and two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each repeat offense.  Each day that any violation of any of the provisions of section 18-167 exists shall constitute a repeat offense.  The police or the director of the department of community planning and business services, or their respective designees, shall be authorized to issue the municipal infraction citation for such violation; provided, however, that no municipal infraction citation shall be issued during the five two-day notice period provided for in section 18-168 of this division. 
*

*
*
*

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that City Code, Chapter 18 “Buildings and Building Regulations”, Article XII “Property Standards”, Division 2 “Accumulations and Nuisance Conditions, Etc.”, is amended to change the name of the Division and to add Section 18-186.1. “Outdoor unenclosed storage prohibited” to read as follows:
Division 2.  Accumulations and Obnoxious Nuisance Conditions, Etc. 
*
*
*
*

Sec. 18-186.1.  Outdoor unenclosed storage prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any property owner or tenant to utilize, or allow to be utilized, unenclosed porches, decks, patios, carports, gazebos, garages, sheds or other exterior appurtenances of any dwelling structure for the storage of items, including but not limited to the following: fiber or paper products; building supplies and materials; flammable material, such as paints and solvents; motor vehicle parts and accessories; appliances; and household furnishings, when such storage would be dangerous to human health, safety or wellbeing.  Any space used for the storage of such items which is not fully enclosed and sealed from the elements and does not have properly fitted, closeable doors, if doors are installed, shall be deemed to be unenclosed for the purposes of this section.

AND IT BE FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect on the date of its passage.


PASSED this ___ day of _________, 2016.

ATTEST:

______________________________

_____________________________

KIMBERLEY A. RAU, MMC


H. EDWARD RICKS
Clerk to the City Council



President of the City Council


APPROVED this ___ day of __________, 2016.

______________________________

CRAIG A. MOE
Mayor
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