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ORDINANCE NO. 1877
TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 242
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING LAUREL CITY CODE CHAPTER 20  "LAND DEVELOPMENT AND SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS,” ARTICLE I “ZONING” TO AMEND: DIVISION 1 “IN GENERAL,” DIVISION 3 “CITY PLANNING COMMISSION,” DIVISION 4 “BOARD OF APPEALS,” DIVISION 5 “ZONING DISTRICTS,” DIVISION 6 “PARKING AND LOADING FACILITIES,” DIVISION 7 “SIGNS AND ADVERTISING STRUCTURES,” DIVISION 9 “EXCEPTIONS AND SUPPLEMENTS TO ZONE REGULATIONS,” TO ADD SECTION 20-20.9 SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS, DIVISION 13 “HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION,” TO ADD SECTION 20-25.9 “PREVENTION OF DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT;” AND AMENDING DIVISION 16 “COMMUNITY DESIGN STANDARDS,” AMENDING LAUREL CITY CODE, CHAPTER 20 “LAND DEVELOPMENT AND SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS” TO ADD  APPENDIX D. “PARKING MODIFICATION ZONE”; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


Sponsored by the President at the request of the Administration.


WHEREAS, on March 28, 2011, the Mayor and City Council of Laurel adopted City Ordinance Number 1702, Text Amendment Number 223, enacting Laurel City Code, Chapter 20: “Land Development and Subdivision Regulations”, known as the “City of Laurel Unified Land Development Code,” which contains all requirements for development within the City; and 

WHEREAS, in implementing the Unified Land Development Code, City staff has noted that some sections of the Code should be amended to provide for a Vice Chairman for the Planning Commission and the Board of Appeals, to provide for tattoo parlor studios in the I-CS and I-G Industrial Zoning Districts, correct a conflict within the Signs and Advertising Structures section on the code, provide for small sine energy systems, to add a section to the Historic District Commission to prevent demolition by neglect, and to delete Division 16; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to make the changes recommended by City Staff as set forth herein.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that the Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 1, Section 20-1.7 “Definitions” is hereby  amended to read as follows:
Chapter 20
LAND DEVELOPMENT AND SUBDIVISION

*
*
*
*

ARTICLE I. ZONING

*
*
*
*

______________________________________________________________________________

DIVISION 1.  IN GENERAL

*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-1.7.  Definitions.

*
*
*
*


Adult day care facility. A nonresidential facility in which a program is operated that is designed to provide care and activities during part of a 24-hour period the daytime for five (5) or more adults (unrelated to the operator by blood, adoption, or marriage) who are members of a service population that, because of advanced age, or emotional, mental, physical, familial, or social conditions, are in need of assistance in daytime activities. The term shall not include a "nursing or care home," "congregate living facility," "private school," "eleemosynary or philanthropic institution," or "group residential facility," or any "sheltered workshop" licensed as such by the U.S. Department of Labor.
*
*
*
*

(g)
Adult cabaret.  A nightclub, theater, or other establishment which features live performances by topless and/or bottomless dancers, “to-to” dancers, exotic dancers, strippers, or similar entertainers, where such performances are distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” (as that term is defined in this article).
*
*
*
*

Adult entertainment establishment.  The following are definitions of adult entertainment establishments; provided, however, that such definitions shall not apply to persons, organizations, or entities having bona fide scientific, medical, educational, or other similar justification for engaging in the specified activities:
*
*
*
*

(i)
Adult Massage parlor:
*
*
*
*

Animal boarding place.  Any building or land used, designed, or arranged for the Boarding, breeding, or care of dogs, cats, pets, fowl, or other domestic animals for profit, not including those animals raised for agricultural purposes.  A commercial establishment where domestic animals are housed and cared for temporarily.
*
*
*
*

Antenna.  Any structure or device used to collect or radiate electromagnetic waves, including both directional antennas (such as panels, microwave dishes, satellite dishes) and omnidirectional antennas (such as whips), but not including satellite earth stations larger than one meter in diameter.
*
*
*
*


Artist.  A person engaged, as a career and not a hobby or pastime, in painting, drawing or sketching, printmaking, sculpture, pottery-making or ceramics, photography or filmmaking, music or dance composition or performance, acting or dramatic performance, drama or film production or direction, writing, or the teaching of any such activity.

Artists’ live/work studio units.  A mixed-use community for artists, consisting of one or more adjoining structures with working and living space restricted to artists, and housing eight or more artist units.  The community may have artist units on any floor and certain nonresidential uses on the first floor, but the nonresidential uses may not occupy more than 25% of the total gross floor area of the structures.  All structures and common areas must be owned or controlled by a nonprofit corporation or association which restricts artist unit use and occupancy to artists and their families and which is responsible for maintenance of the structures and their continued use as artists’ residential studios.
*
*
*
*


Assisted living facility. A residential facility with living and sleeping facilities for nine (9) or more than twenty (20) elderly senior or physically handicapped residents within which sheltered care services are provided, which may include, but need not be limited to, meal preparation, laundry services, housekeeping, personal observation and direction in the activities of daily living, transportation for routine social and medical appointments, and the availability of a responsible adult for companionship or nonclinical counseling. The term shall not include an "adult day care center," "congregate living facility," "hospital," "nursing home," "family," or "group residential facility" as defined elsewhere in this subtitle. An assisted living facility shall comply with any licensing and other regulatory requirements. Assisted living facilities may also include all forms of senior housing including a nursing home, on the same site or parcel as part of any special exception.
*
*
*
*


Automobile detailing, waterless.  The comprehensive cleaning, polishing, and waxing of a motor vehicle, both inside and out, through a specialized method involving the application of spray cleaning solution specifically designed for removal of debris and enhancing surface protection without the use of water.
*
*
*
*

Bed and breakfast facility. An accessory use in which no more than four (4) rooms or lodging units are rented and breakfast service only is provided to guest clients, for lengths of stay ranging from one (1) night to seasonal to no more than two (2) weeks in any one visit, by the owner of the principal structure living on-site.
*
*
*
*

Catering service.  An establishment that provides food service and supplies at a remote site or other location.
*
*
*
*

Community.  A subarea of the city consisting of residential, institutional, and commercial uses sharing a common identity.
*
*
*
*

Condominium.  Property subject to a “condominium regime” established under the Maryland Condominium Act, being Title 11 of the Real Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.
*
*
*
*

Data processing facility.  A facility primarily involved in the compiling, storage, and maintenance of documents, records, and other types of information in digital form utilizing a mainframe computer.  This term does not include general business offices, computer-related sales facilities and business or personal services.
*
*
*
*


Delicatessen.  A type of food service establishment which as a substantial portion of its business the carry-out of foods for immediate consumption.  Delicatessens must exhibit both of the following characteristics:

(a)
The establishment does not provide more than ten (10) seats, and

(b)
Food items prepared for consumption generally are not prepackaged, but are made to specific order.  A limited number of prepackaged items may be sold, but only as accessory to the principal use of service of food for immediate consumption.
*
*
*
*

Drug store.  A retail store where the primary “Use” is the filling of medical prescriptions and the sale of medical supplies and nonprescription medicines.  Nonmedical products, such as cards, candy, and cosmetics, may be sold as an “Accessory Use.”
*
*
*
*

Electronic cigarette shop.  A retail store where the primary “Use” is the retail sale of, for off-site consumption, electronic cigarettes, or any electronic device that can be used to deliver nicotine or other substance to the person inhaling from the device, including, but not limited to, an electronic cigarette, cigar, cigarillo, or pipe, any cartridge or other component of the device, or any related electronic cigarette product.
*
*
*
*

Funeral home (funeral parlor).  A “building” in which humans who have died are prepared for burial or cremation and in which wakes and funerals may be held.  A funeral home may contain facilities for:

(a)
Embalming and other services used in the preparation of the dead for burial;

(b)
The display of the deceased;

(c)
The performance of ceremonies in connection with a funeral;

(d)
The performance of autopsies and similar surgical procedures;

(e)
The sale and storage of caskets, funeral urns, and other related funeral supplies; and

(f)
The storage of funeral vehicles.
*
*
*
*


Restaurant, fast food.  An establishment, which provides as a principal use the sale of foods or beverages in a ready-to-consume state, for consumption off the premises.  A fast-food establishment’s design or principal method of operation includes two (2) or more of the following characteristics:

a. Food or beverages are service in edible containers, or in paper, plastic or other disposable containers.  Eating utensils, if provided, are disposable;

b. The line of food or beverages is limited, and is usually prepared in advance of the customer’s order;

c. Food or beverages are served over a general service counter for the customer to carry to a seating facility within the restaurant, or carry-out off premises, or to an occupant of a motor vehicle while seated in the vehicle, such as through a drive-in window; and

d. Carry-out sales, including delivery service, constitute over ten (10%) percent of the food service business.

Restaurant, specialty.  Establishments whose primary business is the sale of a single specialty type of food or beverage that is not considered a complete meal (e.g. tapas, coffee, or ice cream).  The sale of other food, beverages, or merchandise is incidental to the sale of the specialty food or beverage.  Food and beverages are for customer consumption within the restaurant or restaurant patio area.
Restaurant, standard.  An establishment whose principal business is the preparation on premises in a commercial kitchen and sale of foods or beverages to customers in a ready-to-consume state.  Carry-out foods or beverages may constitute not more than ten (10%) percent of the business.  A standard restaurant has a design or principal method of operation which includes one or both of the following characteristics:

(a)
Patrons usually and customarily are provided with individual menus, and are served their food or beverages by a restaurant employee at the same table or counter at which the items are consumed.

(b)
Service is provided by a cafeteria-type operation where foods or beverages are served on non-disposable plats or containers and nondisposable eating utensils are provided.

(c)
May include outdoor seating.
*
*
*
*

Tapas.  A wide variety of appetizers, or snacks that may be served cold or hot.
*
*
*
*

Telephone exchange.  A building used exclusively for the transmission and exchange of telephone messages, but the term does not include wireless service towers.
*
*
*
*

Tobacco shop.  A retail store where the primary “use” is the retail sale of, for off-site consumption, tobacco products, tobacco smoking accessories, and related tobacco items.
*
*
*
*

______________________________________________________________________________


BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 3 “City Planning Commission”, Section 20-4.3 “Chairman” is hereby amended to read as follows:

DIVISION 3. CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-4.3.  Chairman; Vice-chairman.

The Commission shall elect a Chairman and a Vice-chairman from among its members appointed by the Mayor.  The terms of the Chairman and Vice-chairman shall be one (1) year with eligibility for reelection.  The election shall take place at the first regular meeting of the calendar year.  The Vice-chairman shall take the place of the Chairman in his or her absence.
*
*
*
*

______________________________________________________________________________


BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 4 “Board of Appeals”, Section 20-5.1 “Created; name; appointment; term of members; Chairman” and Section 20-5.2 “Powers and Duties” are hereby amended to read as follows:

DIVISION 4. BOARD OF APPEALS

*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-5.1.  Created; name; appointment; term of members; Chairman; Vice-chairman.
*
*
*
*

The Board shall elect a Chairman and a Vice-chairman from among its members appointed by the Mayor.  The terms of the Chairman and Vice-chairman shall be one (1) year with eligibility for reelection.  The election shall take place at the first regular meeting of the calendar year.

*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-5.2.  Powers and duties.
*
*
*
*

(e)
Hear and decide appeals where it is alleged by appellants that there is error in any refusal or denial of a building permit, use and occupancy permit or in any other order, requirement, decision, or determination made by the Director of the Department of Economic and Community Development, the Fire Marshal, the Historic District Commission, or the Planning Commission, when passing upon an application for a building or other permit, a certificate of approval or other approval, or by any officer or body in the administration of this article. All such appeals shall be de novo.  Appeals alleging error by the Planning Commission shall be by oral argument or written statement based solely on the evidence submitted and received in the Planning Commission proceedings.  All such appeals shall be taken within thirty (30) days of the date of the decision being appealed.

*
*
*
*

______________________________________________________________________________


BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 5 “Zoning Districts” is hereby amended to read as follows:

DIVISION 5. ZONING DISTRICTS

*
*
*
*

Section 20-6.  RESIDENTIAL ZONES

*
*
*
*

Section 20-6.16.  Schedule of Area, Yard, and Height Regulations for residential uses.
	Zone
	Max. Density
	DU Type
	Min Net Lot
	Min Lot Width
	Lot Coverage
	Min Green Area
	Front Yard 
	Side Yard
	Rear Yard
	Max Height

	*
*
*
*

	R-T
	10
	Town-house
	(a)
	(f)
	35
	50
	50
30
	10
	(g)
	3

	*
*
*
*


*
*
*
*

Section 20-7.  COMMERCIAL ZONES

*
*
*
*

Section 20-7.8.  Table of commercial uses.

*
*
*
*

Table of Commercial Uses

	Uses
	C-N
	C-C
	C-G
	C-SH
	C-V
	C-VAC

	*
*
*
*

	Automobile detailing, waterless.
	X
	X
	P
	P
	X
	P

	*
*
*
*

	Catering service.
	X
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	*
*
*
*

	Data processing facility.
	X
	X
	P
	P
	X
	P

	*
*
*
*

	Drug store.
	X
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	*
*
*
*

	Electronic cigarette shop
	X
	X
	P
	P
	P
	P

	*
*
*
*

	Restaurant, specialty.
	X
	X
	SE
	SE
	SE
	X

	*
*
*
*

	Tobacco shop.
	X
	X
	P
	P
	P
	P

	*
*
*
*


*
*
*
*

Section 20-7.32.  Table of arts and entertainment uses.

*
*
*
*
Table of Arts and Entertainment Uses

	Uses
	AE(a)

	*
*
*
*

	Artists’ live/work studio units
	SE

	*
*
*
*


*
*
*
*
Section 20-9. 
INDUSTRIAL ZONES

*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-9.5.  Table of industrial uses.

*
*
*
*

Table of Industrial Uses

	Uses
	I-CS
	I-G
	I-RTP

	*
*
*
*

	Club or lodge, private
	P
	P
	X

	*
*
*
*

	Automobile detailing
	X
	P
	X

	*
*
*
*

	Automobile detailing, waterless
	X
	P
	X

	*
*
*
*

	Tattoo parlor/body-piercing studio.
	XSE
	SEP
	X

	*
*
*
*


*
*
*
*
______________________________________________________________________________

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 6 “Parking and Loading Facilities”, Section 20-16.6 “Modifications of requirements” is hereby amended to read as follows:

DIVISION 6. PARKING AND LOADING FACILITIES

*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-16.6.  Modifications of requirements.
(a)
Public facilities available. The required spaces as determined by the above schedule and standards may be modified by the Planning Commission where:


(1)
Free parking areas or publicly owned parking areas are located within five hundred (500) feet of the nearest boundary of the lot on which the use is located; and  

(2)
Land is not available for development of accessory off-street parking as required herein; and

(3)
Public transportation is used extensively, or in the case of a building or use located or proposed in an area of a specified established business district; 

(4)
After a public hearing the Mayor and City Council have find that practical difficulties or undue hardship prevent the strict application of these requirements in that established area as shown in Appendix D. “Parking Modification Zone”.
*
*
*
*

(f)
Parking Modification Zones.  Parking reductions described below shall only apply to parking modification zones that have been approved by the Mayor and City Council.

	Building and Use
	Parking Reduction


	Amusement and recreational services
	50%

	Apparel/Furniture store
	50%

	Boarding, rooming, or lodging house
	35%

	Community facilities/private
	50%

	House of Worship
	50%

	Office uses
	30%

	Restaurant
	100%

	Retail ˂ 5,000 sq. ft.
	60%

	School for artistic or technical instruction and practice
	50%

	School for business, art, music, and similar uses.
	25%

	Services
	50%

	Single Family and Multi-family
	1 space per dwelling unit


*
*
*
*

(g)
Departure from the number of parking spaces required.  A departure from the minimum number of spaces may be permitted by the Planning Commission.
(1)
Application.

a.
All request for a departure shall be in the form of an application filed with the Planning Commission.

b.
The application form shall be accompanied by the following:
i.
A site plan and other graphic illustrations which are considered necessary to clearly indicate what is being proposed;

ii.
A written statement by the applicant addressing the requirements of paragraph (6) below.

(2)
Hearing.  Prior to making a decision on the departure, the Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing.
(3)
Technical Staff Report.  The Technical Staff shall analyze the request, and shall forward its comments and recommendation to the Planning Commission.

(4)
Record.

(a)
The record shall consist of:

i.
The application form and accompanying data;

ii.
Comments and recommendations of the Technical Staff;

iii.
All correspondence relative to the application;

iv.
All testimony at the public hearing; and

v.
Other items which the Planning Commission deems necessary.

(5)
Planning Commission decision.  After the close of the record, the Planning Commission shall take action on the request.  The decision of the Planning Board shall be based on the record, and shall be embodied in a resolution adopted at the public meeting.

(6)
Required Findings.

(a)
In order for the Planning Commission to grant the departure, it shall make the following findings:

i.
The intent of this article (Sec. 20-16.1. Intent) will be served by the applicant’s request;

ii.
The departure is the minimum necessary, given the specific circumstances of the request;

iii.
The departure is necessary in order to alleviate circumstances which are special to the subject use, given its location, or alleviate circumstance which are prevalent in older areas of the City which were predominantly developed prior to January 1, 1990;
iv.
All methods for calculating the number of spaces required have either been used and  found to be impractical; and

v.
Parking for adjacent residential areas will not be infringed upon if the departure is granted.

(b)
In making its findings, the Planning Commission may give consideration to the following:

i.
Public Transportation available in the area;

ii.
Any alternative design solutions to off-street facilities which might yield additional spaces;

iii.
The specific nature of the use (including hours of operations if it is a business) and nature and hours of operation of other (business) uses within five hundred (500) feet of the subject property.
*
*
*
*

(f)(h)
The Mayor and City Council may modify the number and type of parking spaces required to be provided herein as part of any application for a Revitalization Overlay Area or request for the M-X-T Zone, upon receipt of a professionally prepared parking analysis.
*
*
*
*

______________________________________________________________________________

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 7 “Signs and advertising structures”, Section 20-17.2., Section 20-17.3., and Section 20-17.4 shall be and are hereby amended to read as follows:

DIVISION 7. SIGNS AND ADVERTISING STRUCTURES

*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-17.2.  Definitions.

*
*
*
*

Window sign. The word "window" shall be construed to mean any glass that comprises part of the surface of the wall, regardless of its movability. 

(a)
A temporary sign not exceeding twenty (20) percent of the window area ten (10) square feet, installed inside a window to advertise sales, products, services, special and community events, and intended to be viewed from the outside.  One (1) temporary sign allowed per business.
(b)
Permanent advertising signs and sign copy in a window shall be considered a flat wall sign. All signs affixed to the window, placed upon the floor, ledge, or window sill located within three (3) feet of the window shall be considered a permanent window sign and subject to other provisions of this division. The determination of what is, or is not a window sign shall be made by the Director of the Department of Economic and Community Development. 

(c)
Merchandise in a window display is excluded.
*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-17.3. General provisions.

*
*
*
*

(d)
Signs not requiring permits.  The following types of signs are exempted from permit requirements, but must be in conformance with all other requirements of this division.

*
*
*
*

(7)
One Window signs per business not to exceed: exceeding twenty (20) percent of the window area.  


a.
Ten (10) square feet in all Residential, Office Building, Commercial Neighborhood, and Commercial Village Zones.


b.
Twenty (20) square feet in Community Commercial, Commercial General Commercial Shopping Center, Commercial Village Activity Center and Industrial General Zones. 
*
*
*
*

(e)
General requirements.  The following general requirements shall apply unless otherwise provided for within this division:
*
*
*
*

(8)
Traffic control signs must be installed and maintained in accordance with the Maryland Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  No traffic control devices may be installed in a public right-of-way without an authorizing adopted by the Mayor and City Council.
(9)(8)
An approved sign permit does not relieve the applicant from any other zoning or Building Code requirements.  Other permits (e.g. building permits for structural and electrical work) may be required.
(9)
Trademark and Copyright Logos are exempt from the Historic District General Guidelines as contained in Sec-20-26.31. Signage.

*
*
*
*

(i)
Visibility and Signage.

(1)
All convenience stores, liquor stores, and gas stations shall maintain an unobstructed line of sight allowing a clear view of and from the cash register and sales area.  Windows and doors shall be clear of all items that would obstruct a clear view from three (3’) feet above the ground to at least six (6’) feet above the ground.

(2)
Pool rooms and billiard rooms licensed under Section 8-21 of the City Code shall not have any stained glass in the window or door, or other obstruction of view but shall present a clear and unobstructed view from the street.
*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-17.4. Regulation by zone.
*
*
*
*

(a)
Signs permitted in all zones.  The following signs are allowed in all zones.
*
*
*
*

(6)
Temporary signs.


a.
Temporary special event sign(s) or banner(s) for not more than one (1) event per month per calendar year.  Each premise may utilize such sign(s), for not more than five (5) calendar days per month for a total of sixty (60) days per calendar year.  A business shall be allowed to place one (1) special event sign or banner on the property twice a year, for no longer than thirty (30) days for each banner permit.  All signs and banners utilized pursuant to this subsection shall be clean and well maintained, and shall not be torn, frayed, dirty, or otherwise in a state of disrepair.  All temporary signs shall require permits and payment of fees as described in this division.  No temporary special event sign(s) or banner(s) shall be utilized within any residential zone.

*
*
*
*

(7)
Building identification sign(s), on multi-story buildings only, provided that:

*
*
*
*

(e)
Signs permitted in Commercial Village Zone.  Signs are permitted in the Commercial Village Zone as follows:

*
*
*
*

(2)
Ground, blade, freestanding and monument signs are permitted, subject to the approval of the Planning Commission Historic District Commission and Director of the Department of Economic and Community Development.
*
*
*
*

____________________________________________________________________________

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 9 “Exceptions and Supplements to Zone Regulations,” Section 20-20.4. “Extensions and projections” shall be and is hereby amended to read as follows:

DIVISION 9. EXCEPTIONS AND SUPPLEMENTS TO ZONE REGULATIONS.

*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-20.4. Extensions and projections.
*
*
*
*

(h)
Permanent Carport.  An open carport without a supporting structural wall, or a screen wall over sixty (60) inches in height, may project into the minimum yards as follows:

(1)
Front yard: Three (3) feet.

(2)
Side yard:

a.
To a point not less than twice the minimum side yard requirement from the main building on the adjoining lot; or

b.
A depth of three (3) feet.

In no event shall the remaining side yard be less than three (3) feet.
*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-20.9 Small wind energy systems.

A Special Exception may be granted in the R-5, R-55, and R-20 Districts for building mounted small wind energy systems as defined in these Regulations, provided: 

(a)
In the R-20 District, systems are only permitted on semi-detached dwellings.
(b)
The systems shall be primarily intended to reduce the on-site consumption of utility power. 

(c)
The systems are permitted only on the principal structure.

(d)
The systems shall be located on the roof or sides of a structure that are at least 25 feet in height. 

(e)
The systems shall comply with the principal building setbacks.
(f)
The height of the system shall not extend more than 15 feet above the ridge of the highest roof section. 

(g)
Only one system per lot is permitted.
(h)
The systems shall not exceed 55 dba, as measured at all lot lines. The level, however, may be exceeded during short-term events such as utility outages and/or severe wind storms. 

(i)
All systems shall be gray or a similar color that minimizes visibility. 

(j)
No exterior lighting is permitted unless required by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

(k)
No signs or advertising shall be displayed on any part of a system, other than the manufacturer or installer’s identification and appropriate safety warning signs.

(l)
The systems shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal laws and provisions.

(m)
A final inspection of the installation, including an electrical inspection, is required before a system may be activated.
(n)
Meteorological towers, solely for the measurement of wind, temporary or otherwise, are not permitted. 

(o)
If a system is found to be unsafe by the building official, the system must be repaired and made code compliant within 30-days of notification of the property owner.  A system that is abandoned for a period of more than 12 months shall be ordered by the building official to be made operational or removed within 30 days of such order.
*
*
*
*

______________________________________________________________________________
BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 10 “Special Exceptions,” Section 20-22.5. “Adult entertainment facilities in the General Industrial Zone” shall be and is hereby amended to read as follows:

DIVISION 10.  SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS

*
*
*
*

Section 20-22.  Specifically

*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-22.5.  Adult entertainment facilities in the General Industrial Zone.
Any of the following adult entertainment facilities, as defined in Section 20-1., adult book stores; adult motion picture arcades; adult drive-in theaters; adult motion picture theaters; adult mini motion picture theaters; adult theaters; adult model studios; adult cabarets; body painting studios; adult massage parlors and sexual encounter establishments.

*
*
*
*

______________________________________________________________________________

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 13 “Historic District Commission,” Section 20-25.8 “Prevention of Demolition by Neglect” and Section 20-25.9 “Appeals” shall be and are hereby amended to read as follows:

DIVISION 13.  HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-25.8.  Prevention of Demolition by Neglect.

(a)
Duty to Maintain.  All historic landmarks and all significant buildings, objects, sites, and structures located within a Historic District, shall be preserved against decay, deterioration, and kept free from certain structural defects by the owner or such person, persons, or entities who may have custody or control thereof.  Such owner(s) or other persons shall repair such building, object, site, or structure if it has any of the following defects: 

(1)
Deteriorated or inadequate foundations;

(2)
Defective or deteriorated flooring or floor supports of insufficient size to carry imposed loads with safety;

(3)
Members of walls or other vertical supports that split lean, list, or buckle due to defective material, workmanship, or deterioration;
(4)
Members of walls or other vertical supports that are insufficient to carry imposed loads with safety;

(5)
Members of ceilings, roofs, and their support system, or other horizontal members which sag, split, or buckle due to defective material, workmanship, or deterioration;

(6)
Members of ceiling and roof supports or other horizontal members that are insufficient to carry imposed loads with safety;

(7)
Fireplaces or chimneys which list, bulge, or settle due to defective material, workmanship, or deterioration;

(8)
Deteriorated or ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls or roofs, including broken windows or doors;

(9)
Deterioration or defects in paints, coating systems, or flashing resulting in destructive moisture penetration or rot;

(10)
Any fault, defect, or condition in the building which renders the same structurally unsafe or not properly watertight.

(b)
Determination of Neglect.  If the Historic District Commission upon recommendation or presentation by the Chief Building Official (CBO) of the City or their designee makes a determination that a resource is being demolished or deteriorated by neglect, the Chief Executive Officer of the Historic District Commission shall direct the City Building Official to notify the owner or owners of the resource of this preliminary determination, stating the reasons therefore, and shall give the owner of record thirty (30) days from the date of such notice to correct the defects or present to the Commission a plan for remediation if the defect cannot be remedied within such thirty (30) day period. 

(c)
Subsequent Determination.  If, within thirty (30) days after such initial determination, the Commission shall again determine that the resource is being demolished or deteriorated by neglect, the Chief Executive Officer may direct the City Building Official to file a complaint for a violation of the zoning regulations of the City, against the owner or owners if the necessary repairs are not completed within ninety (90) days of the second determination by the Commission that the subject building or structure is being demolished or deteriorated by neglect. 

(d)
City Stabilization.  Additionally, the City Administrator may direct the City Building Official to accomplish the repairs necessary to stabilize and protect the resource.  The City may then pay and charge the expenses incurred in doing such work or having such work done or improvements made to the record owner of such resource.  If such work is done or improvements made at the expense of the City, then such expenses shall be assessed as a lien on the real estate, lot or lots upon which such expense was incurred as provided by law.  The City, and the City’s authorized employees, contracting agents, or other representatives, after proper identification, are hereby expressly authorized to enter upon private property at any time during normal working hours and at any time in cases of emergency, for the purpose of completing repairs necessary for the stabilization and repair of a resource.  Neither the City nor its employees, agents or contractors shall be answerable for damage to property due to the enforcement of this subsection. 

(e)
Lien Establishment. The City Administrator or other person authorized to act on behalf of the City shall file a statement of such expenses incurred by filing the amount of such expenses, the date on which said work was done or improvements made, with the Prince George’s County Office of Finance, Treasury Division.  The City shall have a lien on such lot or lots or real estate upon which said work was done or improvements made to secure the expenditures so made.  Said lien amount shall bear interest per annum from the date said statement was filed at the rate of ten percent (10%).  For any such expenditures, and interest, as aforesaid, suit may be instituted and recovery and foreclosure of said lien may be had in the name of the City.  The statement of expenses so made, as aforesaid, shall be a prima facie proof of the amount expended for such work or improvements.
Section 20-25.8.9.  Appeals.
Appeals from decisions of the Historic District Commission shall be in the Board of Appeals.  Such appeals shall be governed by the provisions of Division 4, Board of Appeals of this article and such rules of procedure as the Board of Appeals may promulgate from time to time.

*
*
*
*

______________________________________________________________________________

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20, Article I, Division 16 “Community Design Standards,” shall be and is hereby amended to read as follows:
DIVISION 16.  COMMUNITY DESIGN STANDARDS
Sec. 20-28.1.
Intent.

Sec. 20-28.2
Application.

Sec. 20-28.3.
Community Design Review Committee. Delete.
Sec. 20-28.4.3.
Definitions.

*
*
*
*

Rules of procedure.  Regulations adopted by the Community Design Review Committee for the administration of duties delegated by the legislative authority.
*
*
*
*

Sec. 20-28.5.
Procedure. Delete.
Sec. 20-28.6.
Expedited review process. Delete.
Sec. 20-28.7.4.
Standards for design.

Sec. 20-28.8.5.
Maintenance for good appearance.

Sec. 20-28.9.
Incentives for better design solutions. Delete.
Sec. 20-28.10.
Overlapping jurisdiction. Delete.
______________________________________________________________________________


BE IT FURTHER ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council that Laurel City Code, Chapter 20 shall be and hereby is amended to add Appendix D “Parking Modification Zone to read as follows:

*
*
*
*
APPENDIX D. PARKING MODIFICATION ZONE[image: image1.emf]



______________________________________________________________________________


Section 4.  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that the Mayor and City Council conducted a public hearing on this Ordinance at which parties of interest and citizens had an opportunity to be heard on the ____ day of __________, 2016 after at least 15 days’ notice thereof in a newspaper of general circulation in the City.


Section 5.  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, that this Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) calendar days following adoption by the City Council after a public hearing regarding this Ordinance.

PASSED this ___ day of September, 2016.

ATTEST:

______________________________

_____________________________

KIMBERLY A. RAU, MMC


H. Edward Ricks
Clerk to the City Council



President of the City Council


APPROVED this ___ day of September, 2016.

______________________________

CRAIG A. MOE
Mayor
APPENDIX D.  PARKING MODIFICATION ZONE








Underlining indicates new language added.
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