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CITY OF LAUREL
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

To the Citizens of Laurel:

The Public Health Emergency, COVID-19, proved to be a challenging
time for many of us, however, Laurel residents and City staff working
together, enabled the City to provide services throughout the years.
Rising to the challenge of providing uninterrupted services allowed us
to explore different ways to expand and, in many ways, improve City
services. The City created a vibrant virtual meeting schedule, including
Council meetings and Citizen Advisory Committee meetings. These
changes have been so well-received that we will continue to provide
meetings virtually as well as incorporating some in-person events.  
On-line services for permitting, bill payment, and scheduling of 
inspections was another way the City was able to continue to provide
services to businesses and residents. The City of Laurel Ledger, which 
is an insert in the monthly Laurel Independent newspaper is another
way that the City is reaching out residents and keeping them informed
about City events, new initiatives and legislation effecting residents. 

As we welcome in a new year, residents will see even more changes as
we start working on our Climate Action Plan, our Waste Diversion Plan
with an emphasis on Zero Waste, and the Phase II of our Sustainability
Plan – People, Planet and Prosperity. Feedback from stakeholder focus
groups – comprised of all residents and business will be an important
part of the City’s plans. Residents will also see composting and recycling
carts at all City events, a revitalization of the Farmer’s Market on Main
Street, Blink EV charging stations at the Laurel Municipal Center and
the Robert J. DiPietro Community Center.

The City of Laurel prides itself on its continuous release of information to
its residents. In addition to the City’s web site, www.cityoflaurel.org,

the City also releases information on Facebook and Twitter, and several
other social media platforms. However, we know that there are still 
several City of Laurel residents who prefer to receive their information
in paper form, so please be assured that much of the information that
would normally have been printed in the annual calendar will now be
included in the Laurel Ledger section of the Laurel Independent on a
monthly basis.  

Remember to sign up for the MyLaurel MD mobile app in the App 
Store to quickly and easily report issues, make requests directly to City
departments, access information on prominent events in Laurel and
quickly call common City phone numbers and more! Green Living
(GreenLiving@laurel.md.us) will keep you connected to all new 
sustainability initiatives and events.

The City of Laurel has many volunteer opportunities for all ages. Adults
are encouraged to review the many Boards, Commissions, and Advisory
Committees to determine if there is an area you would like to serve.
There are also many programs, recreational and service oriented, for
volunteers. Community Service hours are also available for young 
people who need to meet school requirements. To learn more about 
the many volunteer service areas available, please visit the web site or
call the Community Services Officer at 301-725-5300, Ext. 2109.

Laurel still has a lot to offer: an excellent location mid-way between
Baltimore and Washington, excellent schools and opportunities to 
access wonderful higher educational institutions, beautiful parks, 
paths and bike trails, and retail and dining choices for all preferences.

Discover
Laurel City of Laurel is a vibrant city offering a full range of arts, culture, sports, camps, recreation facilities, family-friendly 

activities and more. Please go to www.cityoflaurel.org to keep up-to-date on what’s happening in Laurel.

Sincerely,

Craig A. Moe, Mayor

Email: laurelmayor@laurel.md.us
Twitter: @LaurelMayor
Website: www.cityoflaurel.org8103 Sandy Spring Road, Laurel, MD 20707-2502

Phone: 301-725-5300 ext. 2124 • Fax: 301-725-6831
Craig A. Moe

Mayor

Development continues and our infrastructure and service levels rise to
accommodate the needs of our citizens. We have awesome programs
and provide the best in resident services every single day. Laurel truly is
a great place to live, work, and play.

As Mayor and on behalf of the Councilmembers we are very pleased that
you chose Laurel as your hometown and we hope to demonstrate to you
that you made the best choice. Whether you have lived in the City a long
time, or are a recent arrival, your residency is very much appreciated.

I am honored to be Laurel’s Mayor, and very happy to be of service to
you. Please feel free to contact my office if I may be of assistance.

www.cityoflaurel.org
mailto:laurelmayor@laurel.md.us
www.cityoflaurel.org
mailto:GreenLiving@laurel.md.us
https://www.cityoflaurel.org/it/mylaurel-mobile-app
www.cityoflaurel.org


1

Where to find . . .
Bulky Items & Yard Debris .........................................3

Collection Essentials .................................................3

Contacts in City of Laurel, MD ..................................19

Container & Paper Recycling Guide............................4

Fight Climate Change......................................October 

Gardening For Wildlife..........................................May 

Greenscaping Your Lawn and Garden ...................April

Let’s Work Together - Global Recycling Day .........March

Map • Green Living ....................................................17

Map • Leaf Collection ..............................................18

Map • Recycling & Trash Pickup................................17

Map • Snow Emergency Route .................................18

National Honey Bee Day 2023...........................August

National Organic Month .............................September

National Pollinator Month ...................................June

Recycle Coach App ....................................................3

Recycling Matters .......................................November

Reduce Food Waste ...................................................2 

Smart Giving...............................................December 

Treecycle ........................................................January

Volunteer Opportunities .........................................19

What Does it Mean to be Green .................................2

What is Plastic Free July? ......................................July

Winter Operations Program...........................February

Welcome to the 
2023 City of Laurel 
Services Calendar
The City’s continuing commitment to
creating a sustainable community has
made for some exciting advancements.  

A few of the changes since 2022 are:
We are now officially a “Bee City USA 
affiliate”, an EV charging station is open
to residents at our new eco-friendly
parking lot on Main Street and residents
can look forward to the Farmer’s Market
opening again in Spring 2023. 

The Green Living resource page is 
dedicated to taking the guess work out
of what green living is and highlighting
sustainable events and initiatives
throughout the City.

https://www.cityoflaurel.org/green/bee-city-usa
https://www.cityoflaurel.org/green/bee-city-usa


REDUCE: The first step to being 
eco-friendly is to reduce – sounds easy right: 
Some ways to think about reducing:

• Reduce energy consumption by taking
shorter showers.

• Reduce waste by not buying single-use
plastics (plates, bowls, cups, water bottles).

• Bring reusable bags to the grocery store.
• Ask yourself is this purchase essential?

Have you thought about a neighborhood 
share for large items like electric/ battery-
powered lawn mowers?

RECYCLE: Sometimes producing waste 
is inevitable – recycling is the process of 
turning waste into new materials or objects.

• Have you considered joining the 
curbside food waste collection? The 
City’s composting program takes your
food waste and certain yard debris and
creates ORGANIC compost!

• Do you recycle right or are you “wish 
cycling” – refer to Recycle Coach to get
the latest on what and where you can
safely recycle many household items.

• Participate in the City’s bi-annual free
electronics recycling/paper shredding/
EPS recycling events. 

REUSE: Finding new uses for old items
helps save resources and energy. 
Some ideas:

• Purchase a reusable water bottle instead
of using single-use plastic bottles.

• Cut the top off of an old soda bottle and
hang it from a tree with bird seed for an
easy bird feeder.

• Use reusable bags for gift giving.
• Pop your used tea bags in the fridge

then place on your eyes for a natural 
eye de-puffer.

REPURPOSE: Perhaps the most creative 
of the four R’s is to repurpose by taking a
product you don’t use or haven’t used in a
while and giving it a new life somewhere
else. Here are a few of our favorite ways to 
repurpose items commonly thrown away
that could be used for another job:

• Repurpose with a purpose! Organizations
such as GreenDrop will collect gently used
items from your home and repurpose
them to support local charities.

• Instead of throwing away an old 
t-shirt: Cut it up into squares or 
rectangles and have new cleaning rags.

• Empty plastic milk cartons can become 
a DIY watering can by just poking holes
in the cap.

• Reinvent your old CDs into coaster for
your coffee table. 

What does it mean to be green?
Recycling is one part of reducing our impact on the environment. Whether you are reducing 
your waste, your water usage or your buying habits, a little effort goes a long way. 

Here are some ways you 
can make a difference:



According to the Mayo Clinic:
Food choices affect your health and the environment. Between 30% and 40% of 
food in the U.S. is thrown out or wasted each year, according to the Department 
of Agriculture. That equals about 133 billion pounds and $161 billion.

Challenge yourself to reducing food waste:
1. Take an inventory of your pantry, refrigerator and freezer before you go 

shopping to prevent overbuying.
2. Create a meal plan. Planning at least a few meals for each week is a great 

way to ensure you have healthy meals. It also prevents you from buying too
much food.  

3. Save and eat leftovers safely. If you don't think you will be able to eat 
your leftovers within three days, store them in the freezer and label them. 

4. Store food appropriately. Prevent food from going bad by only buying 
what you can eat in a week and store appropriately. Examples: store greens 
with a paper towel in a eco- friendly container in the crisper drawer, tomatoes
and bananas on the counter, potatoes and onions in a cool, dark place and 
fresh herbs in a glass of water.

5. Use leftovers creatively. Find ways to use rather than toss food that isn't 
fresh. Vegetable scraps and peels can be made into soup stock. Apples or 
blueberries that are soft work perfectly cooked in oatmeal. Use stale bread 
to make croutons or an egg strata. Slightly wilted vegetables are great for 
soups or stir-fries. 

Reduce Food Waste

“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. 
What you do makes a difference and you have to decide what kind of a difference you want to make.” – Jane Goodall
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Recycle Coach
sets you up with a 
personalized waste 
collection schedule 
and gives you pickup
reminders when 
you need them, that
way you will never 
miss another 
collection day. 

What Goes Where?
A search feature to
find out if items 
are recyclable. Now
available in Spanish.

Download the app today!

Recycle Coach saves people time and
energy with intuitive digital tools that
make recycling easy. 

We Wanted to
Know . . . 
Find out what 
is and isn’t 
recyclable in the
City of Laurel and
spend less time
recycling more.



Recycling

Bulky Items
Items not accepted with regular 
household refuse can be collected during
residential special collection days.

CURBSIDE COLLECTION

Food Waste/Composting

Trash

Your refuse, recycling and composting containers 
must be set out no later than 7 a.m. on your 
scheduled collection day and no earlier than 
7:30 p.m. the night before.

TO THE
CURB BY
7a.m.

Please make sure
that all bin lids are

fully closed.

!

Need a new bin or repairs?  E-mail:  DPW@laurel.md.us

• Put items in LOOSE 
and not bagged

• Empty and rinse all 
containers

• NO plastic bags or
Styrofoam

• NO beverage cups

• Remove plastic 
windows from pasta 
and tissue boxes

• NO used tissues or
paper towels

• Use certified compostable
bags ONLY or 100% 
recycled paper bags

• Meat (including bones) 
and shellfish (including
shells) are acceptable

• NO animal feces
• NO used paper 

towels with 
chemical cleaners

• Animal hair and dryer
lint is acceptable

• Approved 
compostable 
table wear

• Leftover and 
spoiled food

Items not accepted with curbside refuse collection

• Furniture and appliances
• Construction and renovation

debris
• All non-organic materials 

regardless of size!

• Yard debris (schedule a pickup)
• Recyclables
• Hazardous Waste

ALL trash MUST be containerized

Monday is the deadline to schedule 
a Wednesday collection. Call DPW 
at 301-725-0088 or e-mail: 
DPW@Laurel.md.us

• Oversize: Box springs, car seats,
furniture, lamps, luggage, toilets 
mattresses, carpeting, etc.

• Metal: Appliances, barbecues
(no propane tanks), bed frames,
bicycles, water heaters, etc.

• Construction debris must be in
a 95-gallon toter with a lift bar.

• All gas tanks must be removed
from garden tools and grills.

A base fee of $10 is charged per
pickup. An additional fee, typically
from $5 - $25 per items is charged for
certain bulk items and electronics.
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Note: CFL and household batteries need to 
be bagged and placed NEXT to green toter.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
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Container Recycling For curbside collection days, 
please see page 17 or visit CityofLaurel.org

ACCEPTED ITEMS PREPARATION DO NOT INCLUDE

Glass Bottles
& Jars

Plastics
1, 2, 3, 5 & 7

Aluminum
& Tin Cans

Clear or colored food & beverage 
glass bottles and jars
Avoid breaking glass
Rinse container
Remove and recycle metal lids loose 
in same recycling container

Narrow necked and wide-mouth 
colored & clear plastic containers 
(bottles, tubs, laundry jugs, etc.)
Rigid plastics (buckets/laundry baskets, 
flower pots, etc)
Cleaner, soap & shampoo bottles
Empty and rinse all containers
Discard sprayers and leave lids on

ALL FOOD & BEVERAGE cans & lids
Clean aluminum foil, containers & trays
Empty aerosol cans & pie pans
Empty and rinse all cans and metal containers
Labels are okay to leave on cans

NO light bulbs of any type*
NO mirror or window glass 
NO drinking glasses
NO ceramics (plates, mugs, Pyrex®, etc.)

* Refer to www.cityoflaurel.org for 
bulb disposal guidelines 

NO paint cans
NO cooking pots or pans 
NO other metal items or batteries*
NO paper-backed foil (lids from take-out food)
NO foil laminates (potato chip bags)
NO partially full aerosol cans
NO propane cylinders

* Refer to www.cityoflaurel.org for 
battery disposal guidelines 

NO motor oil or chemical containers
NO plastic bags (#4) 
NO Styrofoam® (#6)
NO toys

www.cityoflaurel.org
www.cityoflaurel.org
www.cityoflaurel.org
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For curbside collection days, 
please see page 17 or visit CityofLaurel.org

ACCEPTED ITEMS PREPARATION DO NOT INCLUDE

Newspaper

Mixed Paper

Boxboard
&

Gable-top
Milk/Juice Boxes

Corrugated
Cardboard

Newspapers and all flyers
Stack them in your green bin or toter
No NEED to tie in bundles
Remove plastic wrap first

Items that are 100% paper, such as magazines, 
catalogues, telephone books, junk mail, cards, paper
bags, egg cartons, office paper, etc.
Books are accepted – remove and discard hard covers
Window envelopes are okay

Corrugated boxes do not need to be flattened
Remove inside bags, packing materials or liners
Place boxes in or next to the recycling container
Staples and tape are okay
Remove food residue and contents from pizza boxes

Boxboard items such as cereal boxes, shoe boxes 
and paper towel center cores, etc. 
Paper egg cartons
Remove inside bags or liners
Remove plastic windows from pasta and 
tissue boxes
Milk cartons & juice boxes
Rinse milk cartons & juice boxes

NO plastic bags
NO elastic bands

NO metallic or glitter gift wrap/cards
NO photographs, construction or tissue paper
NO used tissues or paper towels or any 
other contaminated paper
NO paper beverage cups (coffee, pop, etc.)

NO plastic windows from pasta and 
tissue boxes
NO inside bags or liners

NO cardboard that has been contaminated with
oil or chemicals
NO inside bags, packing materials or liners

Paper Recycling

www.cityoflaurel.org


Green Resolutions
An easy way to transition to a more sustainable
lifestyle is by making one small change at a
time. Try swapping out single-use items for
reusable versions.
Dryer Sheets – Instead of dryer sheets, you
can purchase wool dryer balls which eliminate
static and reduce dry time by up to 25 minutes.
You can even add a drop of essential oil if you
still want the benefit of scented laundry.
Napkins/Paper Towels – Invest in a set of
reusable cloth napkins and a set of dish towels.
During the week as they are soiled, you can
throw them in with any laundry you have.
Straws – If you can’t break the straw habit,
there are some quality reusable straws on the
market that are dishwasher safe. Ones with 
silicone tops are a great choice, and some 
come with carrying cases to take on the go.

Bring Your Own Bag  
Shopping with reusable bags everywhere you
shop is a simple way to reduce ocean pollution
and prevent unnecessary death to millions of
turtles, dolphins, whales, sea birds, seals and
sea lions, and other marine life. It also helps 
you reduce consumption, prevent deforestation,
and reduce our dependence on fossil fuels.

Composting
Sign up for the City’s FREE curbside 
organics waste collection.
Turn your leftovers and non-chemical paper 
products into something valuable – ORGANIC
COMPOST. It is one of the easiest ways one
person can make a difference in reducing
methane emissions at our landfill. Send an
email to dpw@laurel.md.us or 
greenliving@laurel.md.us and Public Works
will deliver a free kitchen countertop container,
compostable bags and an outside cart on
wheels with a locking lid. Collection is the
same day as your trash and recycling. 

mailto:GreenLiving@laurel.md.us
mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us


January
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 Christmas tree collection every Wednesday in January.
Residents should contact DPW to schedule the pickup to 
ensure their trees are not missed.

Refuse/Recycling holiday schedule January 2nd & January 16th

New Year’s Day
Play Outside Day

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
Monday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Tuesday

Tuesday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Wednesday

No change to 
Wednesday collection

GREEN GOALS

FREE Christmas 
Tree-Cycling
You can place your Christmas tree at the
curb by 7:00 a.m. every Wednesday
throughout January for recycling.
Your tree will be tree-cycled into a variety 
of new products, like mulch, compost, 
or animal bedding.

Remember to:
• Remove all decorations, lights, wire, 

tree skirts, stands and nails.
• DON’T use fake snow on your tree; 

your tree can’t be recycled.
• Use an old sheet to take your tree outside

and avoid using a plastic tree bag.
• Remove the old sheet (or the plastic tree

bag), DO NOT leave at the curbside.
• Bring your tree to the curbside by 

7:00 a.m., only on Wednesday morning.

Christmas Tree Collection
Every Wednesday in January.
Contact DPW at 301-725-0088 or 
email DPW@laurel.md.us

Holiday Pick Up Schedule
Monday, January 17

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, January 4  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, January 9  •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, January 23  •  6:00 p.m.

Monday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Tuesday

Tuesday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Wednesday

No change to 
Wednesday collection

Take a Walk 
Outdoors Day

Observe the
Weather Day

National 
Geographic Day

International 
Environmental
Education Day

International 
Reducing CO2
Emissions Day

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” – Margaret Mead

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

Veganuary

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us


Winter Operations 
Program
Snow Emergency Clearing Routes:
Please be advised that a copy of the Snow
Emergency Clearing Routes map is available
on page 18 and on the City’s website
www.cityoflaurel.org. The City’s Snow
Emergency Plan goes into effect whenever a
Snow Emergency is declared for P.G. County or
the Mayor. Snow Emergencies are announced
on most local radio and TV stations, Laurel
Cable Network (Channel 71 on Comcast, 
Channel 12 on FiOS) and on the City’s website.

Clear your Snow Reminder:
Property owners are reminded about the 
sidewalk clearing by-law and your 
responsibility to ensure that sidewalks have
been cleared within 24 hours after the
completion of a winter event.
We thank you in advance for your cooperation
and appreciate everyone’s efforts in helping 
to keep the sidewalks clear and safe for 
pedestrians. Please DO NOT throw snow
back into the street.

Reminder to Residents:
The public is encouraged to park in driveways
and garages whenever possible during winter
weather. During a Snow Emergency on-street
parking on Snow Emergency Routes is restricted
to the ODD side of the street. Remember
ODD is OK. If your car is towed, call Laurel
Police Department at 301-498-0092.

Public Works is staffed during all snow 
emergencies, should you have any questions
about the Snow Emergency Plan; please call
Public Works at 301-725-0088 (TTY/Text
users call via Maryland Relay), you may also 
use the City’s MyLaurelMD mobile app or 
e-mail Public Works at dpw@laurel.md.us.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
https://www.cityoflaurel.org/it/mylaurel-mobile-app
www.cityoflaurel.org


February
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

Valentine’s
Day

Groundhog 
Day
World Wetlands
Day

President’s
Day

Refuse/Recycling holiday schedule February 20th.

GREEN GOALS
Waste Audit
Do a waste audit at home or work. 
See what you’re throwing away each
week, and check what might be reused 
or recycled instead of disposed of.

Bring Your Own
Water Bottle
Did you know that, every year, the oil used
to produce plastic water bottles in the U.S.
alone is enough to fuel about 1,000,000
cars? Anything we can do to quickly and
permanently phase out disposable plastic
bottles would help protect ecosystems,
save resources, reduce waste and deadly
pollution, and save money.

Eco-friendly 
Ice Melts
The Winter season means ice, snow, chilly
weather, and ice. Soon, our driveways 
and sidewalks will be covered with snow
and ice melt. But did you know that most
ice melts are not safe for your property,
pets, and the environment? Explore 
environmentally friendly alternatives to
the salt and ice melt.

Holiday Pick Up Schedule
Monday, February 20

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, February 1  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, February 13  •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, February 27  •  6:00 p.m.

Monday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Tuesday

Tuesday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Wednesday

No change to 
Wednesday collection

“The Earth is a fine place and worth fighting for.” – Ernest Hemingway
Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

Black History Month

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us


Global Recycling Day, celebrated
on March 18 every year, is a 
recycling initiative that encourages
us to look at our trash in a new
light. There are several ways to 
recycle that allow some materials
to be reused multiple times. 

Recycling is great for us and the
environment because it lessens 
the energy we use, enhances the
quality of water and air we breathe,
and combats climate change.

It also reduces using new raw 
materials to create new products –
saving money and natural resources.

Newspapers, plastic water bottles,
soda cans, cereal boxes, and milk
cartons are some of the common
everyday recyclable items. 

If we put effort into recycling items
that we usually throw away, we can
impact the earth and our lives in a
more profound way.

Global Recycling Day

https://www.globalrecyclingday.com
https://www.globalrecyclingday.com


March
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Daylight Saving
Time begins

St. Patrick’s
Day

1Special collections and yard debris collections 
return to weekly Wednesday pickups! 
See page 3 for more information. 
• Yard debris must be in paper bags or reusable containers. 
• Construction/renovation materials must be in a toter.

GREEN GOALS

Invest In 
Our Planet
Get Inspired. Take Action. 
Be a part of the green revolution.

Recycle Right!
NEVER put your recyclables in plastic
bags and never put any plastic bags in
your regular recycling bin or recycling
dumpster. Plastic bags and plastic wrap
get jammed in recycling processing
equipment, which causes recycling to 
be expensive to process. 
If you absolutely need to use a plastic
bag or need to line your bin with a 
plastic bag, then empty your loose 
recyclables into the recycling cart or 
recycling dumpster – and take your
empty plastic bag to a place where 
they will recycle plastic bags.

Special Collections & 
Yard Debris Pickups Back 
to Weekly Collections!
Wednesday, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, March 1  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, March 13  •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, March 27  •  6:00 p.m.

World 
Seagrass Day

Solar 
Appreciation Day

International 
Day of Action 
for Rivers

Global 
Recycling Day
National Biodiesel
Day

World 
Rewilding Day

National
Renewable
Energy Day

World Water 
Day

Earth Hour

Spring (Vernal)
Equinox

Ramadan
Begins

“We don’t have to engage in grand, heroic actions to participate in change. Small acts,
when multiplied by millions of people, can transform the world.”– Howard Zinn

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

National Women’s History Month

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us




April
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Easter Sunday

Good Friday

Earth Day
Eid al-Fitr

April Fool’s Day

Celebrate Earth Day on April 22, 2023 – www.earthday.org 
Check out the Green Living Resources page for more information about how the City will
be celebrating Earth Day 2023.

Electronics & Paper
Shredding Event 
at DPW
8 a.m - 12 p.m.

GREEN GOALS
Water Conservation
Water is the most important natural resource
that living things need. But at the same time,
it has also been misused and wasted. 
This month, be aware of how you use water
and how you can help conserve it! Simple
everyday activities we do without a second
thought may contaminate our water sources
or compromise the sustainability of our
water usage.
• Check your toilet for leaks.
• Take shorter showers.
• Install water-saving shower heads or

flow restrictors.
• Turn off the water while brushing your

teeth and/or shaving.
• Don't let the faucet run while you clean

vegetables.
• Keep a bottle of drinking water in the 

refrigerator so that you always have cool
water to drink.

• If you wash dishes by hand, don't leave
the water running for rinsing.

• Water your lawn only when it needs it
during the cool parts of the day.

• Plant drought-resistant trees and plants.  

Electronics & Paper Shredding/
GreenDrop and EPS Recycling
Event at DPW 
Saturday, April 15  •  8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, April 5  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, April 10  •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, April 24  •  6:00 p.m.

30

International
Plant 
Appreciation Day

National
Look Up at
the Sky Day

Arbor Day
Stop Food Waste
Day

NATIONAL PARK WEEK • APRIL 16-23    •    NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION WEEK • APRIL 16-23 

Passover
Begins

“It is one world. And it’s in our care. For the first time in the history of humanity, for the
first time in 500 million years, one species has the future in the palm of its hands.” 

– David Attenborough

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

Garden Month

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
www.cityoflaurel.org/green
https://www.earthday.org


1 2 3

GARDENING for Wildlife Month

Plant native plants! 
Wildlife evolved alongside native plants in your
area and use as food, shelter, and places to raise
young. Nearly every living creature on the planet
relies on native plants. They are the foundation 
of local food webs; giving butterflies, birds, and
other wildlife what they need to survive.

Don’t use chemicals!     
If you choose native plants, you’ll have less need for
chemicals. Our plants do not use neonicotinoids, a 
systemic chemical harmful to wildlife. Find organic
gardening practices like composting to add to your
habitat.

Wildlife needs water!    
A water source can be anything from a puddling
dish or bird bath to a rain garden or pond. Just 
be sure to keep it clean for your visitors.



May
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day
Learn About 
Composting Day

Refuse/Recycling holiday schedule May 29th.

City Pools Open 
May 27th

Think a hurricane is just a coastal problem? Learn how rain, wind, water,  
and tornadoes could happen far inland from where a hurricane or tropical 
storm makes landfall. For more information, please visit our website at  
www.cityoflaurel.org/em

National Hurricane
Preparedness Month

Yard Clean-up!
Two weekly yard
debris collections.

GREEN GOALS

“Bee City”
Volunteer
Join our Environmental Affairs Committee
and become a “Bee City” volunteer.
www.cityoflaurel.org/boards/cacs/
environmental-affairs-committee

Farmer’s Markets
Support and buy produce from 
farmer’s markets this month.   
Buying produce locally has a multitude of
benefits for your family, farmers, and the 
environment. Always be on the lookout for
farms near you, so your family can benefit
from local produce.

Garden Recycling
Recycle your planting pots and trays.   
Place empty containers with a 2, 5 or 6 
inside the recycling symbol on the bottom 
in your BLUE cart as part of your weekly 
recycling collection.

Holiday Pick Up Schedule
Monday, May 29

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, May 3  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, May 8  •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, May 22  •  6:00 p.m.

Monday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Tuesday

Tuesday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Wednesday

No change to 
Wednesday collection

NATIONAL PUBLIC GARDENS WEEK

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK • MAY 14-20 
NATIONAL PUBLIC GARDENS WEEK • MAY 12-18 

Sun Day National
Wildfire 
Community 
Preparedness Day

Green 
Dreamer Day

Public 
Gardens Day

Bike to 
Work Day

Plant
Something Day

National
River Cleanup Day

International
Day for Biological
Diversity

“We have forgotten how to be good guests, how to walk lightly
on the earth as its other creatures do.” – Barbara Ward

American 
Wetlands Month
Clean Air Month
Mental Health
Month

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
www.cityoflaurel.org/boards/cacs/
www.cityoflaurel.org/boards/cacs/
www.cityoflaurel.org/em


FOR GARDENERS,
SMALL FARMERS, 
COMMUNITY SCIENTISTS

&
POLLINATOR 
ENTHUSIASTS
• Now is the perfect time 

for planning for pollinators
to visit your plants this 
summer.

• Get inspired, practical
knowledge to apply to 
your garden planning 
and planting this year.

• Grow your understanding 
of wild native bees, their
needs and what we can 
do support them.

• Select vendors of all 
things pollinator.



June
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Father’s Day

Pet Preparedness Month:
Have you planned for your pets during an emergency or disaster? It is important 
to include your pets in your family’s emergency plan to better prepare for 
emergencies and disasters. For more information, please visit our website at 
www.cityoflaurel.org/em

Mosquito Control
Spraying 
on Sundays –
June through 
September

GREEN GOALS
“Bee City” USA 
Attend our local Bee City USA meeting and
learn about pollinator gardens and native
plants. www.cityoflaurel.org/green/
bee-city-usa

Composting
Use organic compost in your vegetable 
garden. For more information visit
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/get-in-
formed/composting-organics-recycling

A/C Units
A/C units require the use of hydoflurocarons
(HFC) which adds to depletion of the ozone
layer. Cut back on the use of A/C units by
using shades, setting units to higher 
temperatures, utilizing fans and look out 
for more eco-friendly A/C units.

Holiday Pick Up Schedule
Monday, June 19

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, June 7  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, June 12  •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, June 26  •  6:00 p.m.

Mosquito Control Spraying On
Sundays – June to September
Updates on www.cityoflaurel.org 

Monday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Tuesday

Tuesday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Wednesday

No change to 
Wednesday collection

World
Environment Day

World Oceans 
Day

World
Rainforest Day

Upcycling
Day

NATIONAL GRASSLANDS WEEK • JUNE 18-24 

Summer
Solstice

Eid al-Adha

“The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else will save it.”  
– Robert Swan

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

LGBTQ Pride Month

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

Juneteenth

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/get-informed/composting-organics-recycling
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/get-informed/composting-organics-recycling
https://www.cityoflaurel.org/green/bee-city-usa
https://www.cityoflaurel.org/green/bee-city-usa
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/em


WHAT IS 
Plastic Free 
July?
Plastic Free July is a global movement that 
empowers people to be part of the solution to
plastic pollution. 

The concept is simple:
Participants are challenged to reduce their 
reliance on single-use plastics by eliminating one
or more single-use items from their daily lives.

In an effort to stay healthy it can be tempting to
assume that single-use plastics are more hygienic
than their reusable counterparts. 

The fact is that reusable items – cups, bags, 
containers – pose no health risks. As long as you
keep your reusable items clean, they are just as
clean, if not cleaner, than single-use products.

Choose to Reuse
Just say “no, thanks” to plastic straws when you’re
at a restaurant or buying a drink. It’s that simple!

If you need or want a straw, there’s a reusable 
alternative to suit every need. There are even 
convenient foldable straws that fit in your bag or
purse. Go to www.greenthatlife.com for more 
information.

www.greenthatlife.com


July
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Independence
Day

4th of July 
Celebration!

30

Refuse/Recycling holiday schedule July 4th.

Mosquito Control Spraying on Sundays – June through September

GREEN GOALS
Shopping Bags 
Make it a Plastic Free July by remembering
to take your reusable shopping bag with you.
Don’t have a car to tote around large bags?
No problem! These collapsible bags are small
enough to fit in a purse or even a pocket but
they’re durable and, of course, reusable.

Produce Bags
Invest in a few reusable produce bags so you
don’t have to reach for the plastic ones in the
store. And if you forgot them at home, no
worries, just leave your items loose. Give the
produce a thorough wash when you get home.

Wrap it, but . . .
Wrap it, but not with disposable plastic.
There are so many reusable alternatives to
choose from:
• A plate to cover leftovers.
• Beeswax. Just wash and reuse.
• Stretch lids. Try these reusable silicone

food covers on bowls, containers, and
even produce.

• Parchment or wax paper. There are tons
of brands to choose from. Many of them
are chlorine-free and certified compostable.

Holiday Pick Up Schedule
Monday, July 4

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, July 5  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, July 10 •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, July 24  •  6:00 p.m.

31

Tuesday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Wednesday

No change to 
Wednesday collectionInternational

Plastic Bag Free 
Day

Global 
Energy 
Independance 
Day

World
Nature
Conservation Day

Rain Day
Ashura

CLEAN BEACHES WEEK • JULY 1-7 

Muharram
Begins

“It cannot be right to manufacture billions of objects that are used for a matter 
of minutes, and then are with us for centuries.” – Roz Savage

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

Social Wellness Month

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program


National Honey Bee Day 2023

National Honey Bee Day this year is observed 
on August 19. National Honey Bee Day (formerly 
National Honey Bee Awareness Day) is an awareness
day started by beekeepers in the United States to
build community awareness of the bee industry,
through education and promotion.

According to its organizers, the National Honey
Bee Day program started with a simple concept:

"Bring together beekeepers, bee associations, as 
well as other interested groups to connect with the
communities to advance beekeeping. By working 
together and harnessing the efforts that so many 
already accomplish, and by using a united effort one
day a year, the rewards and message is magnified
many times over. We encourage bee associations, 
individuals, and other groups to get involved. The
program is free and open to all."

The event was started in 2009 by a small group of
beekeepers who petitioned for and obtained a 
formal proclamation by the USDA honoring honey
bees and beekeeping. 
(With material from: Wikipedia) The text "National Honey Bee Day"
has been taken from www.cute-calendar.com

World Honey Bee Day is celebrated every third 
Saturday in August. It is a holiday that reminds us of 
the beauty and value of bees. 

Do you know there are 20,000 different species of 
bees all around the world?

This holiday is the time to celebrate the importance of
bees in our world. It also helps create an awareness of 
the dangers that honey bees face, with suggested ways 
of solving the problem.

National Honey Bee Day 2023
August 19, 2023 in the USA
A honey bee collecting pollen.
Copyright:  P.manchev,  license:  public domain

https://www.cute-calendar.com


August
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31
Mosquito Control Spray-
ing on Sundays –
June through September

GREEN GOALS

Honor the 
Honey Bee 
1. Attract bees to your garden.

You can decorate your garden with 
nectar plants. This will attract the 
bees, which will harmlessly come for
the nectar.

2. Learn more about honey bees.
You can learn a lot about honey bees 
on World Honey Bee Day. This will also
educate you on what you can do to 
assist in the conservation of bees.  

3. Enjoy meals made with honey.
There's no other day to better 
appreciate the many delicacies that 
are embellished with honey. It is fun 
to enjoy these delicacies with family
and friends. 

For more information check out:
Howard County Beekeepers 
www.hocoba.com

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Check www.cityoflaurel.org/clerk
for updates.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Check www.cityoflaurel.org/clerk
for updates.

Mosquito Control Spraying 
On Sundays –
June through September
Updates on www.cityoflaurel.org

National
Honey Bee Day

National
Tree Day

“We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.” 
– Chief Seattle

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

National Picnic Month

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/clerk
www.cityoflaurel.org/clerk
www.hocoba.com
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program


What
CANNOT
Go In

• Animal feces

• Baby wipes

• Bamboo

• Carpets

• Coffee cups and lids

• Disposable mop sheets

• Fireplace or BBQ ashes

• Foil, wax paper

• Gum

• Leather, textiles, clothing

• Plastic food packaging

• Raw yeast dough

• Vacuum cleaner bags 
and contents

• Wine bottle corks

• Wood scraps

Contact Public Works to sign 
up for this free service!We’ve come full circle. What grows in the ground, comes around . . .

right back into your kitchen container for Tan Toter organics processing.

. . . and then taking your
full Tan Toter to the curb
for weekly collection and
delivery to the organics

processing facility

There it’s turned into 
organic solid material

using anaerobic digestion
- a biological process that

uses bacteria to break
down solids. 

And on it goes to a facility
where the organic solid

material is further
processed into 

finished compost.

It ends up back in 
gardens where the 

nutrient-rich compost 
improves the soil, 

resulting in healthier 
root systems and plants.

It starts with tossing your
organic food scraps into

your kitchen container . . .

Thanks for lending a helping hand 
by participating in the City’s 

curbside organics collection program. 
Your food scraps, used paper towels, 

pizza boxes, animal hair and dyer lint,
paper ice cream containers, etc. go 

a long way. Once processed into compost,
they are put to good use on gardens,

lawns and green spaces.

National Organic Month



September
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Labor Day

The Office of Emergency Management plans and prepares for
emergencies, educates the public about preparedness, coordinates
emergency response / recovery efforts and disseminates information
during emergencies and disasters.  www.cityoflaurel.org/em

National 
Preparedness
Month

Refuse/Recycling holiday schedule September 4th.

Mosquito Control Spraying on Sundays – June through September

City Pools Close 
September 4th

Autumnal
Equinox

GREEN GOALS

Challenge 
Challenge yourself to REDUCE your
waste – Recycle Right and Compost. 
Can you skip a week of trash collection? 

Start Composting!
Composting can be an easy and 
passive way to reduce your ecological
footprint – and benefits everyone 
involved. You’re reducing the amount 
of waste ending up in a landfill, and 
contributing to the production of a 
natural fertilizer for the soil. 

Sustainable Saturday Event
on Main St. September 9, 2023 – 
stop by between 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Holiday Pick Up Schedule
Monday, September 4

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, September 6  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, September 11  •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, September 25 •  6:00 p.m.

Mosquito Control Spraying 
On Sundays –
June through September
Updates on www.cityoflaurel.org 

Monday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Tuesday

Tuesday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Wednesday

No change to 
Wednesday collection

International
Day of Clean Air
for Blue Skies

Greenpeace
Day

World
Cleanup Day
National Cleanup
Day

Rosh Hashanah

Zero
Emissions Day

Car Free Day

World
Environmental
Health Day

61st 
Anniversary of 
the “Silent Spring”
Publication

World 
Rivers Day
International
Day of Awareness
of Food Loss
and Waste

Sukkot Begins

Yom Kippur

“There is no such thing as ‘away’.  When we throw anything away, 
it must go somewhere.” – Annie Leonard

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

Sustainable 
Saturday Event 
Main St.
11 a.m - 2 p.m.

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/green/mosquito-control-program
www.cityoflaurel.org/em


You Can FIGHT Climate Change

JOIN THE CITY’S
COMPOSTING

PROGRAM

UNPLUG YOUR
CELL PHONE

CHARGER

SWITCH TO COMPACT
FLUORESCENT 

BULBS

USE PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION

LOWER YOUR 
THERMOSTAT 

AT NIGHT

HANG YOUR 
CLOTHES TO DRY

TURN OFF THE 
LIGHTS WHEN 

YOU LEAVE

TAKE YOUR BIKE
INSTEAD OF 
YOUR CAR

WHAT CAN WE DO?
Simple actions all add up to real and positive 
changes. We can all make everyday choices 
that save energy and money and shrink our 
environmental footprint. 

Let's get started!

WHAT IS IT?
Climate change includes changes in temperature, shifts in rainfall
patterns, and more frequent extreme weather events like heavy
spring rains, drought, ice storms and heat waves. Greenhouse 
gases from the burning of fossil fuels in vehicles, heat, electricity
production, and industry are all contributing to climate change. 
In 2019, U.S. greenhouse gas emissions totaled 6,558 million 
metric tons (14.5 trillion pounds) of carbon dioxide equivalents.*

* Data for this indicator came from EPA’s Inventory of 
U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks: 1990–2019.

HOW DOES IT AFFECT US?
According to NASA – Global climate change has already had 
observable effects on the environment.  Glaciers have shrunk, 
ice on rivers and lakes is breaking up earlier, plant and animal
ranges have shifted and trees are flowering sooner.  Global 
climate change is happening now, we are experiencing loss 
of sea ice, accelerated sea level rising, more extreme weather 
events and more intense heat waves.

For more information about what 
you can do to lower your carbon footprint –

visit the City’s Green Living web page – 
www.cityoflaurel.org/green.

www.cityoflaurel.org/green
www.cityoflaurel.org/green


October
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK • OCTOBER 1-7

Halloween

LEAF VACUUMING begins during October.
Specific date to be determined. 
See map on page 18 for your scheduled days.

Refuse/Recycling holiday schedule October 9th.

Electronics & Paper
Shredding Event
at DPW
8 a.m - 12 p.m.

GREEN GOALS
Reduce Emissions 
Use your car less, whenever possible, 
instead use sustainable transportation,
such as bicycling, or use public 
transportation more often.

Save Energy
Take a look at the labels on your 
appliances, and never leave them on
standby. Are they energy efficient? 
Adjust the thermostat for heating and
air conditioning.

Eat Low-carbon
A low-carbon diet results in smarter 
consumption:
• Reduce your meat consumption

(livestock is one of the biggest 
contaminators of the atmosphere) 
and increase your consumption of 
fruits and vegetables.

• Eat food that is local and in season.
• Avoid excessive packaging and

processed foods as much as possible.

Electronics & Paper Shredding/
GreenDrop and EPS Recycling
Event at DPW 
Saturday, October 14  •  8 p.m. - 12 p.m.

Holiday Pick Up Schedule
Monday, October 9

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, October 4  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, October 9  •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, October 23 •  6:00 p.m.

Monday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Tuesday

Tuesday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Wednesday

No change to 
Wednesday collection

World
Vegetarian Day

World
Habitat Day

Energy
Efficiency Day

World
Food Day

International
Day of 
Climate Action

Sustainability
Day

“I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. And I will
not let what I cannot do interfere with what I can do.” – Edward Everett Hale

Compost your pumpkins!
Schedule a pumpkin pickup for November 1st by contacting Public
Works at 301-725-0088 or DPW@laurel.md.us by October 31st.

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us


Saves Landfill Space – Recycling diverts items from landfills 
or incinerators and extends the landfill life-span.

Creates Jobs – EPA released significant findings on the 
economic benefits of the recycling industry with an update 
to the job industry. The findings showed that in a single year, 
recycling and reuse activities in the United States accounted 
for: 681,000 jobs $37.8 billion in wages; and $5.5 billion in tax 
revenues. This equates to 1.17 jobs per 1,000 tons of material 
recycled.**

Protects Natural Resources – Making products from recycled
materials instead of virgin materials reduces the need to 
harvest, drill or mine for newraw material, which can affect 
local environments.

Saves Energy – It usually takes less energy to make recycled
products than new ones. For example, recycling an aluminum
can takes 95% less energy than creating a new one.

Protects Clean Air and Water – Making products from 
recycled materials generally creates less pollution than making
new products.

Reduces GHG Emissions – In 2018 the EPA reported that
about 94 million tons of MSW in the U.S. were recycled and 
composted, saving totals over 193 MMTCO2E. This is comparable
to the emissions that could be reduced from taking almost 
42 million cars off the road in a year.*

* Advanced Sustainable Materials Management: 2018 Fact Sheet Assessing Trends in Materials  
Generation and Management in the United States December 2020.

** National Recycling Economic Information (REI) Study in 2016

Here’s why recycling remains important:

Recycling Matters
Recycling has both short-term and long-term benefits. Think of that plastic bottle, which can take thousands of years to break
down when disposed of in a landfill. When you recycle, you are making a positive impact on the world in which you live today
and for future generations in several ways.



November
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

Veterans Day

Thanksgiving

November is Maryland
Municipal Month

Refuse/Recycling holiday schedule 
November 23rd & 24th.

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

America 
Recycles Day

National
Hiking Day

Thursday & Friday 
Trash/Recycling & 
Composting 
collected Wednesday

City is CLOSED,
all collections are

on Wednesday

City is CLOSED,
all collections are 

on Wednesday

GREEN GOALS

Resources
Download the Recycle Coach and take 
the Recycling Challenge.
Sign up for the Green Living Resource 
Updates:  greenliving@laurel.md.us

Put the 3 R's of 
Sustainability 
Into Practice
• Reduce: Consume less, buy less.
• Reuse:  Take advantage of second-

hand markets, to give new life to 
items that you don't use anymore or
find something that someone else 
has gotten rid of that you need.

• Recycle:  Packaging, waste from 
electronics, etc. Did you know that 
you can save over 730 kilos of CO2
each year just by recycling half of 
the garbage produced at home?

Holiday Pick Up Schedule
Friday, November 10
Thursday, November 23
Friday, November 24

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, November 1  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, November 13  •  6:00 p.m.
Monday, November 27 •  6:00 p.m.

Friday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected Wednesday
November 8th

World
Vegan Day

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. 
It’s not.” – Dr. Seuss, The Lorax

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

Compost your pumpkins!
Pumpkins can go into your curbside composting cart 
throughout the month on your regular composting day.

Native American Heritage Month

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
mailto:GreenLiving@laurel.md.us


SMART GIVING
Tis the Season to 
Reduce, Reuse 
and Recycle.

Here are a few 
SMART SHOPPING
suggestions:

• Smart gift wrap – Saving and reusing 
gift bags from year to year is an easy way 
to reduce waste during the holidays. You 
can also save tissue paper. With a quick 
pass of an iron to remove wrinkles, the
paper will look like new. 

• If you gift wrap presents, using a 
recyclable paper will allow you to divert 
it from the waste stream and into the
recycle or compost bin. 

• Gift thoughtfully – Consider gifting 
‘experiences’ or handmade gifts. Often 
these are the most enjoyable gifts to 
receive because extra thought and time
goes into them.  

• Shipping and packaging – Some online
retailers allow shoppers to select their 
preference for recyclable packaging. In 
addition, you can often choose to group
shipping dates together so items use fewer
boxes and fuel to arrive at your home.  

• Shop local – Shopping small and local 
businesses in your area keeps the money in
your community and by buying local, the
products have a smaller carbon footprint.  

• Buy items made from recycled materials.



December
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30Christmas 

“Refuse what you do not need; reduce what you do need; reuse what you consume; recycle
what you cannot refuse, reduce, or reuse; and rot (compost) the rest.” – Bea Johnson

GREEN GOALS
Energy Saving 
Go for energy-saving LED lights that use
80% less energy than conventional lights.
You can also opt for solar lights! Their 
small solar panel(s) charge during the day
and allow the lights to shine bright at night.

Christmas Trees
Christmas trees whether real or artificial
contribute heavily to landfill waste each
holiday season. Artificial trees are made
from PVC and other plastics, and while
being manufactured, produce harmful
petrochemicals. Some alternatives include 
a contemporary all-wood tree made
with dowels, or one made entirely from 
recycled plastic – rated to last 40 years!
If you want a real Christmas tree, find an 
organic tree farm near you, and avoid the
harmful pesticides and chemical colorants
often used on evergreens. The best option 
is a potted, native tree that you can 
plant when the holiday season is over. A 
native fir tree to Maryland is the Balsam Fir. 

Holiday Pick Up Schedule
Monday, December 25
Tuesday, December 26

Mayor and City Council
Work Session – City Hall
Wednesday, December 6  •  6:00 p.m.

Mayor and City Council
Meetings – City Hall
Monday, December 11  •  6:00 p.m.

31
Monday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Tuesday

Tuesday 
Trash/Recycling 
& Composting 
collected on 
Wednesday

No change to 
Wednesday collection

Leaf Vacuuming Ends
Friday, December 8th
with extension TBD

World
Pollution
Prevention Day

Anniversary
of the 2015 
Paris Climate
Agreement

National
Energy
Conservation Day

Winter
Solstice

Anniversary
of the 1973
Endangered
Species Act

Hanukkah

How did you do with your 2023 Green Goals?  
What will you do in 2024?

Yard Debris 
Collection

Bulky Item 
Collection

Universal 
Human Rights 

Month

LEAF VACUUMING ends in December. 
Specific date to be determined. 
See map on page 18 for your scheduled days.

Email DPW@laurel.md.us to schedule a pickup.

mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
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Be Part of the Solution ~
Get Involved ~ Create Community

Make a Difference . . .
City of Laurel Government 
Mayor & City Council meetings are held on the second (virtual) and fourth (in-person) Mondays 
of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
Regularly scheduled Mayor and City Council Work Sessions are held on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
Check www.cityoflaurel.org/clerk for agendas and updates. 

Citizens Advisory Committees
Meetings are open to all residents!  
Check www.cityoflaurel.org/boards/cacs for more information 
on meeting times and meeting agendas.

• Environmental Affairs - Bee City USA Subcommittee 
• Parks and Recreation
• Public Safety and Transportation
• Tree Board
• Persons with Disabilities
• Education Advisory
• Laurel Civic Improvement
• No-Kill Community Animal Shelter Task Force
• Laurel 4th of July Committee

https://www.cityoflaurel.org/boards/cacs
www.cityoflaurel.org/clerk
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Municipal Center . . . . . . . . . . . . 301-725-5300

Office of the Mayor
The Honorable Craig A. Moe ........................................ext. 2124
Ana R. Navarro, MMC, Executive Assistant ...................ext. 2125

City Council
Sara Green, CMC, Clerk to the City Council ..................ext. 2121

Office of the City Administrator
Christian Pulley, City Administrator .............................ext. 2242
Joanne Hall-Barr, Deputy City Administrator...............ext. 2242
Christina Cornwell, Emergency Manager.....................ext. 2232
Michele Blair, Environmental Programs Manager........ext. 2203

Budget & Personnel Services
Michele Saylor, Director...............................................ext. 2236
Lisa Woods, Deputy Director........................................ext. 2235

Communications
Audrey Barnes, Director...............................................ext. 2208
Joyce Jackson, Assistant Director.................................ext. 2106

Information Technology & 
Community Services
James Cornwell-Shiel, Director....................................ext. 2240
Cinnamen Fisher, Assistant Director ............................ext. 2321

Fire Marshal & Permit Services
Danny Selby, Director ..................................................ext. 2195

Parks & Recreation. . . . . . . . . . . 301-725-7800

Economic & Community Development
Robert Love, Director...................................................ext. 2313
Monta Burrough, Deputy Director ...............................ext. 2301

Parks & Recreation
Bill Bailey, Director ......................................................ext. 2233
Tim Van DerVossen, Deputy Director ...........................ext. 2308

Public Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301-725-0088

Office of Public Works
Brian Lee, Director.......................................................ext. 3208
Christy Fang, Assistant Director ...................................ext. 3214
Tim Miller – Deputy Director.......................................ext. 3206

Laurel Police Department
Russell Hamill, Chief of Police..............................301-498-0092
Mark Plazinski, Deputy Chief of Police.................301-498-0092

City of Laurel, Maryland • Contacts

Parks & Recreation Facilities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 301-725-7800

Granville Gude Park ...................................................................................................8300 Mulberry Street • 240-294-1302
DiPietro Community Center/Ball Field..............................................................7901 Cypress Street • 301-497-0300
Laurel Armory Community Center ...............................................................422 Montgomery Street • 301-725-8088
Greenview Pool..........................................................................................................14403 Greenview Drive • 301-604-4042
Municipal Pool ..........................................................................................................9th Street & Main Street • 301-776-7419

Centennial Park .....................................................................................................................................913 Montrose Avenue
Discovery Park ....................................................................................................................Greenhill Avenue & Harrison Drive
Duniho/Nigh Community Park .............................................................................................................Van Dusen Road
Emancipation Park .................................................................................................................................................8th Street
Leo E. Wilson Community Park.....................................................................................................7701 Van Dusen Road
Riverfront Park ...........................................................................................................................................22 Avondale Street
Roland B. Sweitzer Park ........................................................................................................................Sandy Spring Road

McCullough Field & Sturgis-Moore Recreation Area .....................................8th Street & Montgomery Street
Snowden Place Tot Lot ........................................................................................................................1203 Snowden Place
Turney Recreation Complex............................................................................................................9801 Ft. Meade Road



Brown Station Road Landfill
11611 White House Road
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20744
Tel: 301-952-7625
Hours: Monday through Saturday

8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Household Hazardous Waste 
& Electronics Recycling at
Brown Station Road Landfill

11611 White House Road
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20744
Tel: 301-952-7625
Hours: Thursday through Saturday

8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Baltimore Gas and Electric (BGE)
Tel: 1-800-685-0123 (General)
Tel: 1-877-778-2222 (Emergency)

Washington Suburban Sanitation
Commission (WSSC, Water Utility)

Tel: 301-206-8000 (Regular)
Tel: 301-206-4002 (Emergency)

State Highway Administration
Tel: 410-545-0300

Laurel Police Department
Tel: 301-725-3000 (EMERGENCY)

Fire Department:  911

Rescue Squad:  911

Non-Emergency Police
Tel: 301-498-0092 (General)
Tel: 301-498-7645 (Tip Line)
Email: LPD@Laurel.md.us

Russell Hamill III, Chief of Police
Tel: 301-498-0092 or 301-498-8001

TTY for the Hearing Impaired
Tel: 1-800-552-7724

Department of Public Works
Tel: 301-725-0088
Email: DPW@Laurel.md.us

Environmental Programs
Tel: 301-725-5300 x2203
Email: GreenLiving@Laurel.md.us

Contact Information

Turnkey solutions for effective waste
management education & outreach.

mailto:GreenLiving@laurel.md.us
mailto:DPW@Laurel.md.us
mailto:LPD@Laurel.md.us

