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Laurel Arts Council Current & Past Members: 
Kelsey Eustace, Chair 
Melissa Holland, Vice Chair 
Nadia Janjua, Secretary 
Christian Givens, Treasurer 
Marilyn Byers 
Laverne Debnam 
Charles Devillier 
Bharati Dhruva 
John Drago 
Cheryl Dyer 
Steven Echeverry 
Alisa Kerr 
Angie O’Neal 
Brenda Wheeler 
 
 
Meeting Statement: 
The Laurel Arts Council meets the second Tuesday of each month at the Laurel 
Municipal Center, 8103 Sandy Spring Road, Laurel, MD 20707. The public is welcome 
and encouraged to attend. For information regarding agendas or related information, call 
the Department of Parks and Recreation at 301-725-7800. 
 
 
Mission: 
The City of Laurel Arts Council encourages the advancement of the arts to benefit all 
people in the City of Laurel, organizes the display of art in public places throughout the 
City, provides diverse high-quality arts programming to engage all residents, and 
increases advocacy and opportunities for local artists and arts organizations. 
 
 
Goals: 
Coordinate financial support and advocacy for the arts through artistic programs and 
creative partnerships with government, business, education, and residents: 

• Cultivate participation in the arts across all ages, races, cultures, and other 
dimensions that define the City’s rich diversity. 

• Promote artistic achievement and creative expression in all forms of the visual 
and performing arts.  

• Support life-long learning through the arts, particularly in arts education for 
young people.  

• Ensure that the arts are accessible to all residents and foster awareness of arts 
resources and opportunities throughout the Greater Laurel area. 
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Vision: 
Create a vibrant arts community that enriches the lives of those who live in, work in, and 
visit the City. 
 

Approach: 
Establish links within and outside the City to exchange ideas, coordinate scheduling, and 
develop sponsorships for arts programs, events, and displays. 
Working within Laurel:  The LAC will inventory and build on existing resources within 
the City of Laurel, including local arts organizations and venues, arts education 
programs, and individual artists and performers, to coordinate plans and to develop and 
stage exhibits and events.  
The LAC will draw on and emphasize the unique features of Laurel as a source for art 
themes and inspiration: The City’s extraordinary diversity, its deep historical roots, and 
its landscape of parks, preserves, and natural history sites. 

The LAC will work with other elements of the City and with local businesses, such as 
Parks & Recreation and the Laurel Board of Trade, to ensure that LAC activities 
capitalize on and synchronize with the City’s planned events, infrastructure, commercial 
development, and use of open spaces. 

Linking outside Laurel:   
The LAC will reach out to arts councils and organizations in neighboring cities to 
exchange ideas and coordinate schedules for arts events.  In addition, the LAC will 
communicate with and seek sponsorship from county and state levels: Prince George’s 
County, the National Capital region, and the State of Maryland.  We will consider 
national sources as well, for example, the online and social media resources offered by 
Americans for the Arts. 
 
 
Strategic Planning Report 
Over the past year, the LAC has been in the research phase of our strategic planning 
process. Beyond reviewing the Ordinance and creating our Meeting Statement, Mission, 
Vision, Goals, and Approach, the LAC has been researching local arts organizations and 
artists in Laurel with the intention of collecting feedback and input from key stakeholders 
and the general public to supplement the Ordinance provided by the City. 
 

• LAC surveyed and listed existing Laurel artists and arts organizations to create a 
registry to be used to communicate with key stakeholders and publicize art 
opportunities. 

• Reviewed recent history of arts development in City. 
• Created questionnaire to collect input from artists and arts organizations, 

businesses, and public regarding goals and desires for arts in City. 
• Interviewed or sent questionnaire to City arts organizations including local theater 

directors, Laurel Arts Guild, Laurel Arts District Committee (DCLA), Montpelier 
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Art Center, creative business owners, and members of public. Responses collected 
are being compiled as input to strategic plan. 

• Met with art teachers at Laurel High School and Pallotti High School. 
• The research and input collected from key stakeholders will be compiled into a 

strategic plan and roadmap highlighting future goals and projects. 
 
 

Finance Report 
• Drafted procedures for the treasurer to adhere to in counting and depositing funds 

received by LAC from donations and in reporting expenditures. 
• Drafted and provided to City (11-25-18) a funding policy with guidelines for 

selecting public art pieces for City. 
• Requested and did not receive direct funding from the City for FY19. 
• Members spent their own money and were reimbursed by the City for art 

materials purchased for the Laurel History Bench and the Ellicott City Fundraiser 
Art Workshop. 

• Applied for and received a $2,000 Prince George’s County Special 
Appropriations Grant for a Glass Mosaic Mural Project to be completed in spring 
2019. 

• Collected $94 in donations from the general public. 
 
 
Event Participation Report 
Since its inception, the LAC has participated in five City of Laurel events and initiatives 
to announce our presence to the community, bring more art to the City of Laurel, and 
provide opportunities for local artists. These events included: 
 

• Second Saturday Artist Block Fairs 
o October 2017 (National Arts & Humanities Month) - participated 
o April 2018 - co-sponsored and participated 

§ Organized and emceed 2 hours of live music and poetry 
performances, including a regionally acclaimed jazz ensemble and 
a well published local poet. 

§ Positive press coverage: Event recognized through full-page 
Laurel Leader story with event photos and interview with LAC 
chair. 

o October 2018 (National Arts & Humanities Month) - organized and 
sponsored 

§ Attracted 27 visual artists and crafts people representing 6 
Maryland counties to exhibit work. Artists ranged from fine-art 
painters, print-makers, potters, wood and metal workers, textile 
artists, glass workers, and jewelry makers, as well as mixed-media 
artists and included regionally juried artists. Laurel Arts Guild, 
Hyattsville Arts Alliance, and Annapolis Main Street gallery 
represented. 
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§ Organized and emceed 3 hours of live music performances 
featuring regionally known musicians including jazz ensemble, 
classic rock trio, and gospel group. 

§ Business involvement: coordinated with Main and C Street cafes to 
receive customers and facilities to artists and attendees. 

§ Positive press coverage: Event announced in full-page Laurel 
Leader story with photo plus interviews of selected participating 
artists and musicians. 

 
• City of Laurel Open House (spring 2018) 

o Represented the LAC at the City’s Annual Open House 
 

• Ellicott City Fundraiser Art Workshop September 2018 
o Art Workshop: Organized and led 3 crafts workshops for children, 

focusing on paper marbling and paper collage techniques, as part of 
Ellicott City Fundraiser September 2018 (see Events) 

o Raised $146 for Ellicott City 
 
 
Public Art & Arts Education Report 
In addition to providing art activities and bringing opportunities to artists during the 
events mentioned above, the LAC has spearheaded two public art initiatives that focus on 
Laurel’s history. LAC invited members of the community to participate in these 
initiatives as part our commitment to arts education. The LAC also launched ties with 
theater departments at local high schools to link them with theaters in the City. 

• Laurel History Bench Project 
o LAC partnered with the Laurel Historical Society to create a Laurel 

History Bench public art project. This project created an opportunity for 
the community to come together to create art and celebrate Laurel’s rich 
history. The clay tiles showcased 6 of Laurel’s historic buildings and 
distinctive local flora and fauna. 

o Obtained support in form of materials and basic concrete bench from City 
DPW. 

o As part of the arts education component, LAC and LHS members 
provided a historical presentation and art workshop to 125 5th graders at 
Laurel Elementary School. 

o The LAC and the LHS created a flyer and publicized the free clay tile and 
glazing workshops to the community. 

o LAC member and art teacher Cheryl Dyer led three public clay tile 
making and glazing workshops from Sept.-Oct. 2018 at the Laurel Pool 
Meeting Room attended by 45 members of the community ranging from 
youth to senior citizens. 

o LAC presented the project to the Historic District Commission in Sept. 
and Nov. 2018 to find an appropriate location for the bench within the 
City of Laurel that celebrates the historical components of the project. 

o The bench will be installed at McCullough Field in spring 2019. 
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• Glass Mosaic Mural Project 
o For their second public art project, the LAC applied for and received a 

$2,000 Prince George’s County Special Appropriations Grant to partially 
fund a glass mosaic mural to showcase Laurel’s history, provide an arts 
education opportunity, and create a lasting piece of public art to be 
enjoyed by the community. 

o The LAC met with the art teacher at Pallotti High School to discuss 
student participation in the project. 

o The goal is for the materials to be purchased and the project designed, 
created, and installed with participation of the art teacher and students of 
Pallotti High School in spring 2019. 
 

• Linking Schools with Theaters in the City 
o Attended Laurel High School’s winter theater performance, toured 

school’s theater facilities, and discussed a LAC-Laurel High School 
partnership. 

o Publicized, encouraged, and gained Laurel High School student attendance 
at Venus Theater production on women in sports. 

o Scheduled Pallotti High School’s head of theater to speak to LAC on 
partnering with both Pallotti and Prince George’s Shakespeare in the 
Parks. 

 
 
Communications & Public Relations Report 

• Published 12 LAC monthly e-newsletters featuring Laurel art events, highlighting 
a Laurel artist of the month, and publicizing the LAC monthly meeting that is 
open to the public. These were sent once a month to 150 email subscribers 
collected throughout the year. View e-newsletter archive. 

• Partnered with Laurel TV to create and run a short PSA-style video to introduce 
the LAC to the public and publicize the upcoming Artist Block Fair 

• Created LAC logo, branding and event flyers. 
• Laurel History Bench project was featured in a video by Laurel TV. 
• The Laurel Leader featured the LAC participation in the Ellicott City fundraiser 

and the Artist Block Fairs with feature stories and photo journalism.  
• Shared the birdhouse project with artists and community members on our email 

list and on our artist registry to cultivate interest in decorating a birdhouse and to 
serve as a connector between local businesses and the artist community. 

• Invited and gained participation in birdhouse painting by Laurel High School and 
Pallotti High School visual arts departments. 
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Photography 
 
Second Saturday Artist Block Fairs: 
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Clay	Tile	Making	Workshops	for Laurel History Bench: 
 

 



	 8	

 
 

 



	 9	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 10	

Tile Glazing Workshops for Laurel History Bench: 
 

 
 

Ellicott City Fundraiser Art Workshop: 
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